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Why Environmental, Social, 

Governance (ESG)?
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Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) data is becoming the 

forefront of corporate disclosure. Having strong ESG not only makes 

a company more appealing to investors, but reports from MSCI show 

that organizations that seek a high-ESG have overall lower market 

risk and cost of capital. Businesses with high-ESG also tend to hold a 

good reputation for their brand. Forward looking organizations drive 

insights not only from financials, but from alternative data metrics 

such as greenhouse gas emissions, water and energy usage, social 

controversy, diversity, governance, and more.
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Environmental 

Social

Governance

ESG links to value creation and cash flow in 5 

essential ways:

1) Facilitating Top-Line Growth


2) Cost Reductions


3) Minimizing Regulatory and Legal Interventions 


4) Increasing Employee Productivity


5) Optimizing Investment and Capital Expenditures
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Reporting Standards + Analytics
Hydrus simplifies the collection, storage, 

reporting, and distribution of ESG data by 

supporting most standards including custom 

standards that can be created upon request. 

Data integrity is also built-in via a 

blockchain-like database for full auditability.

There are a variety of ESG and sustainability 

related standards and each of them are 

specific to the nature of the industry and 

data being reported. Certain standards 

focus on financial disclosures while others 

focus on industry specific metrics.
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ESG Metrics
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Hydrus collects an evergrowing set of metrics critical to an organizations’ end-to-end ESG 

reporting in compliance to most major standards.

Environmental 

Social

Governance

Disaster planning & recovery


Compliance Issues

MAnagement Structure


ESG Report Analytics

Greenhouse Gas Emissions


Energy Usage


Water Usage


Pollution



Land Cover


Proximity to Coastal/Flood zones


R&D Investment


CapEx Budget

Diversity


Future of work / Automation


Public sentiment analysis

CORPORATE Controversy


Gender Pay Gap


Employee sentiment analysis
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Firm Performance
Operating a business through sustainable 

decision making has been proven to drive 

outperformance in the mid to long term. A 

joint Harvard University and Brookings 

Institute study demonstrated that when firms 

addressed material sustainability issues in their 

respective industry, equity returns 

outperformed considerably. Over a 20 year 

period, investment of $1 in 1993 returned 

$28.36 by 2013 in the group of companies 

that operated sustainably, while the group of 

companies that did not address material 

sustainability issues only returned $14.46 by 

2013. Addressing key sustainability issues 

typically starts with quantifying relevant 

metrics and resolving deficiencies through 

innovation, technology, and strong 

governance.
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1) Our market research has shown that companies want to market themselves based on how 

well they comply to various industry standards


2) Compliance data can be visualized on the Hydrus platform to demonstrate how well your 

company is performing compared to competitors in your industry.


3) Hydrus software helps organize campaigns and reporting and prepares you to distribute 

your data effectively with software integrations and data integrity. 


5) Hydrus’s innovative dashboard can help you visualize a clear marketing strategy based on 

sustainability data


6) As shown on the previous section, investors are more likely to invest in companies with 

good sustainability management over ones that do not. 
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Sustainability Marketing
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Hydrus.ai has noticed that ESG and sustainability has become a top priority for executives in 

various industries with companies creating “green teams”, “sustainability teams”, and these 

teams are created to actively report SASB and TCFD. Additionally, we have seen growth 

within these standards as they consolidate and aquire other standards. Hydrus can help you 

navigate these ever evolving standards so that you need not worry about if you are in 

compliance. 


Looking beyond 2020, global events are likely to unfold in the next decade and Hydrus 

analytics software can help prepare your organization to proactively manage social 

sustainability related risks and enable governance opportunities that drive shareholder value 

and investor confidence. The Hydrus platform is a new realm of digital transformation 

becoming critical to operations, finance, legal, and investor relations.
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Industry Trends



“Given the groundwork we 
have already laid and the 
growing investment risks 

surrounding sustainability, 
we will be increasingly 

disposed to vote against 
management when 

companies have not made 
sufficient progress.”

BlackRock Global Executive Committee,


January 2020

About Hydrus.ai
Hydrus.ai, Inc. is a San Francisco based data analytics software company focused on environmental, social, and governance 
(ESG) data reporting and analytics. We leverage machine learning and artificial intelligence to help organizations detect ESG 
related problems early enabling prompt remediation. The Hydrus platform leverages blockchain-like database technology 
ensuring data integrity and serves as a single source of truth for investors, advisors, executives, and other stakeholders.

Hydrus.ai Inc. | San Francisco, California | www.hydrus.ai | sales@hydrus.ai
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